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Early years in 1970’s 

• Late 1960’s or early 1970’s:  Aarre Kellomäki 
and some variable observers contact each 
other, and founded ”Mira group” 

• Newsletter and articles in magazines, 
meetings in the annual amateur astronomy 
events 

• Ursa, variable star section , official founded in 
1976 



Scandinavian co-operation 1 

• Already in the beginning of 1970’s co-
operation with mainly Swedish and Norvegian 
observers  

• The Variable Star Section of The Scandinavian 
Union of Amateur Astronomer (SUAA.VSS) 
founded in 1973 

• Annual observational reports, regular 
meetings, common observation programs 



Scandinavian co-operation 2 

• The activity of SUAA died slowly till the beginning 
of 1980’s, VSS was maybe one of the last 
activities 

• Finnish, Swedish and Norvegian observers 
continued the co-operation under the loose 
coalition Scandinavian Variable Star Observers 
(SVSO) 

• Little by little, the common activies slow down, 
people start to report observation to AAVSO 

• The last Report 1994 published in 1996. 
 



Observational  program 

• SUAA.VVS and SVSO had a common 
observation program: 

• Pulsating (eg. Mira, SR), eruptive (eg. UG, N) 
variables popular, also irregular young and old 
stars (I, L) observed 

• No cepheids or eclipsing binaries 
• From 1978 binocular and telescopic programs 



Maps 

• Self-drawn map series, 
using AAVSO, AFOEV 
and BAA sequencies 

• Hand made by 
Kellomäki, Matti 
Hänninen, later  
Veikko Mäkelä and 
Ismo Luukkonen 



The Report 

• Annual observational reports  
1972–1994 

• First once a year 
• By increasing number of the  

observations divided to half-yearly, then into A 
and B series (=telescopic and binocular), and in 
the most active years Report A into the part 1 
and 2 (=pulsating and eruptive stars) 

• Statistics and analysis from 1984 in Report C 
• Years 1989–1994 again in a one annual report. 



Computerization 
• In the mid-1970’s the data from forms to punched cards, 

sorted and printed to the reports 
• With Olli Forsström’s help the work was done in Nokia 

Electronic’s Service Bureau 
• In the beginning of 1980’s the increasing number of obs 

and Forsström’s personal reasons the Nokia’s support 
ended  microcomputer (Commodore > CP/M > MSDOS) 
based recording system by Veikko Mäkelä 

• In the 1990’s Veikko Mäkelä and Arto Oksanen collected all 
the old data together, only the 1994 is missing 

• Mäkelä continued the preparation of database and put it 
into Internet 

• Years 1972–1993 includes ~320 000 observations, 680 stars, 
216 observers 



National activies 

• Mira newsletter 
• In the beginning 1980’s  

dwarf nova and binocular  
reviews 

• From 1984 Mira column in Ursa Minor 
magazine 

• Section meetings in Tähtipäivät event and 
Cygnus summer meeting 



From late 1990’s to 2000’s 

• Aarre Kellomäki left his leadership of the 
section in the end of 1990’s 

• He was the real grand old man the Finnish 
variable observing 

• The activity of the section decreased for 
several years, due to lacking charismatic 
leader 

• No more Scandinavian co-operation, no 
Reports 

 



The new millenium 

• In 2000’s the active observers started to 
communicate via the mailing list 

• Interest group of Ursa, contact persons Arto 
Oksanen and Mika Luostarinen 

• More individual interests than common 
programs 

• AAVSO and pro-am contacts 
• Reporting to AAVSO or/and Luostarinen’s 

Semiregular website 
 


	Short history of �variable star observing �in Finland
	Early years in 1970’s
	Scandinavian co-operation 1
	Scandinavian co-operation 2
	Observational  program
	Maps
	The Report
	Computerization
	National activies
	From late 1990’s to 2000’s
	The new millenium

